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FOR GOD SO LOVES THE WORLD 
Pastor Jim Dunn 

 

John 3:16 

For God So Loved the World 

16 “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in 

him should not perish but have eternal life. 

 

Cars can do a lot of things these days. 

They can parallel park by themselves. 

They can drive themselves. They can 

send out an emergency message in the 

case of an accident. But can a car send 

a message to outer space? That’s what 

the carmakers at Hyundai wanted to find 

out. They had a very good reason for it.  

 

Thirteen-year-old Stephanie Virts wanted to send a message into space. You see, her 

dad is an astronaut, who works at the International Space Station. When he’s up there, 

for six months at a time, she misses him a lot. And it’s not as if she can just pick up the 

phone and talk to him. So, the folks at Hyundai got an idea. What if they helped 

Stephanie send a message to her dad? And what if they used cars to send that 

message? So Hyundai took eleven of its cars, specifically the Hyundai Genesis model, 

and they went out to Delamar Dry Lake in Nevada. The dry lake is just a large stretch 

of sand, and you know how cool it is to write a message in the sand. Well, Hyundai 

used tire tracks to write a huge message in the sand, large enough to be seen from 

space. On the back page of today’s service folder, you can see the message that 

Terry Virts saw from space.  
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When he was told about the message, what did Terry Virts think? When he looked out 

upon that message written in large letters on the surface of the earth, did Terry Virts 

see some good in the world? Did he say, “What a nice thing for Hyundai to do”? Or, 

did he say, “Well, Hyundai sure got some free advertising out of that”? What about us? 

Do we see the good in this world? 

 

We should, because God so loves the world. “Steph loves you!” are the words written 

large on Delamar Dry Lake. But written all over this whole planet is the message “God 

so loved the world,” and God so loves the world.  

 

“God so loved the world” makes us think of God’s redeeming work. When He sent His 

only Son to redeem the world from sin and eternal death. But what about the creating 

work of God, the Father? Did the Father stop working after the sixth day of creation? 

Or, is every child that’s conceived the creation of God? Is every vegetable plant that 

comes up in your garden the creation of God? Is the Father still creating, preserving, 

and sustaining what is good in this world? Psalm 139: “I praise You, because I am 

fearfully and wonderfully made.” Psalm 145: “The eyes of all look upon You, O Lord, 

and You give them their food at the proper time. You open Your hand and satisfy the 

desires of every living thing.”  

 

God is still creating, still doing good in this world that He loves? Here is one more 

possible bridge for bringing the Good News of Jesus to those who are not yet 

Christians. Here is one more thing we have in common with them. They are not only 

our fellow sinners. They are our fellow creatures. They along with us are creations of the 

same Creator, looking out upon the same world that we do and receiving many of the 

same blessings that we do, like the enjoyment of nature, the birth of children and 

grandchildren, marriage and the joys it can bring, the taste of good food, the smells 

and bright colors of the world around us, the sounds of a melody so beautiful it stays 

with you for the rest of your life. These are the good things of this world that we can 

celebrate with others. As our conversations with those who are not yet Christians are 

filled with talk about these good things, we are only one step away from talking about 

where these good things come from. God, who so loves this world that… 
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Unless we cannot see the good in this world. In which case, we would not talk about 

the good things in this world. That can happen simply as a result of what we hear from 

the pulpit. In our church we put a lot of emphasis on Jesus’ death… for our sins. The 

world is a sinful place, a fallen world. So, we are not to love the world. God so loved 

the world.  

 

Okay. But if Pastor loves this world, that is not okay. But also the world does not look so 

good through the lens of the six o’clock news. Based on what we see and hear in the 

news, society is in decline. The world is a mess. Never mind that the news is a business 

like any other business, and what sells is bad news. What sticks in our minds is the bad 

news we saw yesterday on Tumblr or on the front page. So, that’s what we talk about. 

That’s what dominates our conversations – the bad stuff that is happening in this world. 

If we cannot see the good in this world, it may be because all we ever hear is how 

bad the world is. All we ever talk about is how bad the world is. And that can harm our 

witnessing effort. It causes us to retreat from the world, to hide from it, to hang out only 

where we feel safe. It removes a possible bridge for the Good News and replaces it 

with an ultimatum. Folks must either embrace this bad world or embrace the perfect 

world that is to come. If that’s the impression we give, it’s misleading, because the 

Bible does not give that ultimatum. 

 

Indeed, God’s Word draws us out into this world that He loves, to embrace this world, 

to go out into this world and make disciples. God’s Word draws us into the world by first 

drawing us together. We who are of this creation are drawn together. We who are 

made of the dust of the earth, with our body odors and our specific hat sizes and our 

unique voices everywhere from pitch perfect to tone-deaf, are drawn together. Those 

who came before us were no different. Those who once worshiped here were as 

human as we are, the sweat stains from their palms remain on the backs of these 

pews. To borrow from a phrase Emmylou Harris once used to capture the history of the 

Old Ryman Auditorium, “Can’t you just smell that Missouri dust?” We who are but dust 

are drawn together into a congregation. By God’s Word. By the promises in His Word. 

By the promises that center on Christ. Promises like that in John 3:16: “…that whoever 

believes in Him shall not perish but have eternal life.”  
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We are drawn together by these promises of God’s Word to become something new. 

New not just later on in the future in that world to come. New right now. We have 

been made into something new. Though we are numerous, we are one. And we live 

by God’s Word and we live through God’s Word. We who call ourselves Immanuel 

Lutheran Church are something new right now. In the words of the promise spoken 

through Peter: “Once we were not a people, but now we are the people of God… 

We are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people belonging to 

God…”  

 

In order to impress these promises upon us, God’s Word draws other things from this 

world, from this creation, from this earth: things like water and bread and wine and 

words in English. Draws these things of this world in to this something new so that they 

can be used to bring us the means of grace: physical, created things that convey to 

you the promise that “God hearts you,” God forgives you in Christ Jesus, you are riding 

on Jesus’ coattails through death and into resurrection.  

 

It is these means of grace and the promises they convey that point us not only to a 

new future, the world to come. These created things and the promises they convey 

transform the way we see all created things. So that we can recognize the good in this 

created world. The means of grace help us recognize the good in this world and to 

give God thanks for “our eyes and ears and all our members, our reason and all our 

senses. Also, clothing and shoes, meat and drink, house and home… And all that He 

gives out of fatherly divine goodness…  

 

Goodness! God’s goodness in the world. For there isn’t just bad. There is good in this 

world. God’s goodness and His means of grace draw us together, and then they draw 

us back into the world, to embrace our world, to embrace the goodness that remains 

in this creation, acknowledging where it came from and where it will ultimately end 

up, and to celebrate God’s goodness with others.  
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It is nearly the time of year to celebrate weddings, wedding anniversaries, and family 

reunions, to slice red ripe watermelon and stand in a warm rain and watch orioles with 

their black and orange plumage fly through the trees. It is time to talk about the good 

in this world and to let others talk about their blessings. God may yet use such 

conversations as a bridge to talking about the goodness of a God who so loved this 

world and whose ongoing creating work shows He still does.   Amen 

 


